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COPIES of the Correspondence between the Board of Guardians of the 
Union of Ballinrobe and the Poor Law Commissioners of Ireland, relative 
to the Conduct of the Rev. Mr. Hardiman , Roman -catholic Chaplain of the 
said Union. 



— No. 1.— 

(No. 36,407/51.) 

Extract from Minutes of Proceedings of the Board of Guardians, dated 
27 June 1851. 

Proposed by Colonel Knox, seconded by Courtney Kenny, Esq., and carried by 
a majority of four, ou a division of the Board : ' 3 

Resolved— That the letter addressed to this Board by the Rev. Mr. Hardiman 
chaplain of this workhouse, in reply to a resolution of the 13th instant, is hio-hly 
disrespectful and offensive to this Board ; that the resolution calling on him to 
withdraw the report, which lie attempts to turn into ridicule, was a request to 
withdraw a report upon his book, signed by him, highly offensive to the mem- 
bers of this Board, and quite irrespective to the investigation which the guar- 
dians through courtesy invited him to hear, to afford him an opportunity of con- 
vincing himself of the groundless nature of the circumstances which gave rise to 
it; that the fact of a Bible having been given to a pauper by the Rev. Mr 
Anderson, Protestant chaplain, was then investigated, and the master of the 
workhouse being examined, stated that Edward O’Brien, the pauper in question, 
asked for the book of Mr. Anderson in his presence, who handed it to him’ 
he (the Master) making no objection; and, moreover, that the said pauper, whom 
Mr. Hardiman designates a “ Practical Catholic,” was in the habit frequently 
of writing to clergymen of both persuasions, and hypocritically leading each 
to suppose that he was a convert to his opinion. 

That the act of a former Board and chairman, in handing him the chaplain’s 
book, was clearly meant as a direction to place upon that book reports orderly, 
and in accordance with the rules and regulations of the Commissioners, and' 
never intended as a license to place in it matters and terms offensive and hurtful 
to members of this Board ; and whereas it is quite impossible to expect that this 
Board can discharge tjie many onerous and difficult duties which press upon 
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it, unless a degree of decorum, respect, and discipline be ‘maintained, particu- 
larly on the part, of the recipients of its funds ; and as chaplains ol -workhouses arc 
officers under the exclusive control of the Poor Law Commissioners : 

Resolved— That the clerk he hereby directed to forward the report, the reso- 
lution the letter of the Rev. Mr. Hardiman, and the letters of the Rev. Mr. 
Anderson, to the Poor Law Commissioners, with a request that they may act as 
they think proper for the maintenance of order, discipline, and decorum in this 
establishment. 

Report, resolution, and letters referred to in the foregoing resolution are 
. entered on the minutes in the following order : 

( 1 .) Report of Rev. Mr. Hardiman on Chaplain’s book. 

(2.) Resolution of the Board of Guardians thereon. 

( 3 .) Rev. Mr. Hardiman’s letter in answer to that resolution. 



C 1 -) 

Extracts from Roman-catholic Chaplains Book, 2 June 1851. 

“ I beg to call the particular attention of the Board of Guardians to the 
unwarrantable conduct of the Protestant chaplain, -who, as I am informed, ven- 
tured to offer a religious tract to the schoolmistress, Miss Russell, on last Satur- 
day, and had the presumption of using taunting and insulting language in 
regard to our holy faith, in the hearing of some of the officers of the house. It 
is now about a month since I handed to the master a Protestant Bible, delivered 
up' to me by a Catholic pauper, which said pauper had got in the house from 
the Protestant chaplain. 

(signed) “ T. Hardiman , 

“ C. Chaplain.” 

“ N.B.— The pauper who got the Bible from Rev. Mr. Anderson in the 
house is still a.n inmate; his name is O’Brien. I was determined to bring the 
matter before the Board at the time, but I yielded to the urgent request of the 
person in question ; nor would I now have alluded to this matter, had not the 
more recent intermeddling of this gentleman called it forth. 

(signed) “ T. Hardiman. 

“ I am not at all anxious to disturb the calm and quiet, and harmony of the 
house by pushing this matter to an investigation, as 1 am quite satisfied, from 
the explanation of the officers, that no harm can result from such unseasonable 
importunities, which I trust will be discontinued in future. 

“3 June 1851” (signed) “ T. Hardiman. 



( 2 .) 

Resolution of the Board of Guardians with reference to the foregoing Reports, 
on Minutes of Proceedings of the 13th instant. 

“The attention of the Board having been called to a report inserted in the 
Roman -catholic chaplain’s hook ; and with reference to that report, the school- 
mistress and matron being examined, both declared that the remarks made by 
the Rev. Mr. Anderson, which called forth the report, was made in a jocular 
and friendly manner, and not in any way intending to offend : 

“ Resolved — That the Rev. Mr. Hardiman he invited to have an investigation 
of the matter, and to withdraw the report, as it is calculated to create acrimonious 
feelings between the Protestant and Catholic members of this Board, and more- 
over, contrary to the orders and regulations of the Poor Law Commissioners 
with respect to the duties of chaplains, and the resolution adopted by the Board 
of Guardians on the 15th February last. 

“That a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the Rev. Mr. Hardiman, 
Catholic chaplain, and the Rev. Mr. Anderson, Protestant chaplain, in answer to 
his letter to. us of this date.” 
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(3.) 

^' r > Glebe-street, Ballinrobe, 20 June 1851 . 

Your clerk, Mr. May, has duly forwarded to me a copy of a resolution pur- 
porting to have been adopted by the Board, at all events, signed by you as 
chairman, with reference to a report made by me recently upon the,’ Roman- 
catholic chaplain’s book, touching certain sayings and doings of the Protestant 
chaplain of the union workhouse. 

Ihe programme and resolution, as furnished to me, run thus : — 

“ The attention of the Board having been called to a report inserted in the 
Roman-catholic chaplain’s book, and with reference to that report, the school- 
mistress and matroh being examined, both declared the remarks made by the 
Rev. Mr. Anderson, which called forth the report, was made in a jocular and 
friendly manner, and not in any way intending to offend 

“ Resolved — That the Rev. Mr. Havdiman be invited to have an investmation 
of the matter, and t,o withdraw the report, as it is calculated to create° acri- 
monious feelings between the Protestant and Catholic members of the 
Board, and moreover contrary to the orders and regulations of the Commis- 
sioners with respect to the duties of chaplains, and the resolution adopted by 
the Board of Guardians on the 15th of February last.” 

I have thus copied in extenso both your preface and resolution to prevent the 
possibility of misquotation on my part, or anv mistake on the part of others^ 
about the text or context of those documents : and now, to begin at the begin- 
ning, I shall first offer a few remarks on the preamble of the decree which 
follows. 

1 beg, then, to say, that inasmuch as the Board of Guardians here decided, 
and you have fiated the decision, authenticating it by your sign manual, to the’ 
effect that ihe remarks made by the Rev. Mr. Andeison to the matron and to 
the schoolmistress were only “ jocular,” 1 shall not venture to controvert so 
solemn an adjudication, delivered not. hastily, but deliberately, and after the 
incubation of two successive board days 1 Neither shall I be so rash as to 
throw any ill-natured doubts upon the “jocular” propensities of the Rev. Mr. 
Anderson. I confess myself unable to form a regular opinion on the point ; and, 
therefore, as it seems altogether a question of taste, I shall leave the ‘'jokes’’ 
and “ frolics’’ of the learned divine entirely between himself and the fair depo- 
nents in the case. 1 

And should any uncharitable construction be put upon the harmless entries 
of this “ unoffending and friendly” parson, it will no doubt be at once cor- 
rected by the profound sagacity of the Board of Guardians, who will not be 
slow, upon mature consideration, to silence all “ acrimonious” commentary 
upon his conduct. 

But now for the resolution. 

Had the resolution in question been penned by an ordinary person, or adopted 
by plain every day people, I might perhaps have passed it by with a laugh, like 
any of the countless incongruities one meets with daily in this world of ours ; 
but your resolution has been produced under most auspicious circumstances. 
It was, it appears, framed by a J. P., signed by a J. P., and passed by a body 
of gentlemen, whereof a considerable, and of course a respectable number are 
“ J. P.’s.” I cannot, therefore, conceal my surprise at finding your resolution 
“inviting me to have an investigation of the matter,” and in the same sentence 
calling on me to withdraw my report. Certainly, this is prejudging with a ven- 
geance. Is it not r Pass sentence first, and then try the case at your leisure ! 
What an admirable specimen we have here of the mode of administering law ! 
Yet, though some silly mortals, among the rest myself, may look upon this as 
anomalous, if not as a humbug, still of course the decision of such a tribunal -■ 
must be right, pronounced as it has been after deep cogitation by those gentle- 
men, who have had such long experience in dispensing even-handed justice 
from the bench. 

1 therefore leave the matter entirely in the hands of the guardians. They 
may call for an investigation, or not call for it, just as it suits their fancy ; as for 
my part, all my allegations are admitted. I was only, it seems, mistaken about 
the motives that had actuated the reverend gentleman in his little “jocularities.” 

I therefore close my case : the facts have been fully established. 
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But, after all, if report says truly, quite possible that if the Guardians bring 
on an investigation, and make the officers of the house give their depositions 
on oath ; it is, I say, possible, as report currently whispers, that some more of 
the “jocular” conduct of the Rev. Mr. Anderson within the workhouse may 
come to light. 

However, I have no desire whatever to bring about any of those unpleasant 
revelations; nor, indeed, can I afford time just now. Occupied as I am myself 
and my co-operator with the responsible duties of the mission, we are really ha- 
rassed and almost overpowered by the weight and multitude of our professional 
duties at this holy season, not only within the workhouses, but also in the town 
and all over the parish. For as even the extended time for complying wilh the 
great Paschal duty is now drawing to a close, mostly all the procrastinating sin- 
ners of the parish are rushing in even at the eleventh hour, thus to escape the 
terrible penalties decreed by the church against any Catholic who shall be so 
obstinate as to neglect the “Easter communion.” 

With respect to the charge against me in your resolution, that my report was 
contrary to the orders and regulations of the Commissioners, I have only to 
assure the Board I was not aware 1 was committing any irregularity by writing 
it in the “ chaplain’s book for I remember when, about last Christmas, I had 
occasion to bring under the notice of the Board a matter certainly not so closely 
connected with my office of “ chaplain” as the object of my recent report, the 
chairman of the clay, Mr. J. Lynch, very politely intimated to me that the regular 
way of bringing any matter under the notice of the Board of Guardians was to 
place a report on the chaplain’s book ; and the said book was handed to me on 
that occasion in the Board-room, and I made my report, which was duly con- 
sidered then. I therefore have ever since, unadmonished, continued to make 
my applications to the Board on the chaplain’s bock. 

As to the resolution of the 15th of February last, to which your recent reso- 
lution refers, I know nothing whatever of its provisions, as I never heard of it 
before. I always thought that any law to be binding should be first promul- 
gated. 

Permit me now, before I close this long letter, to ask you, sir, whether it was 
owing to the same nice, discreet fear of “ creating acrimonious feelings between 
the Protestant and Catholic members of the Board” that, you did not so much 
as glance, in your famous production, at the other heavy charge contained 
in my report, namely, that the Rev. Mr. Anderson had given a Protestant Bible 
in the workhouse to a pauper registered as a Catholic, and still living in the 
house a practical Catholic 1 What say you to this, sir? But, no doubt, the good 
man had no harm in it; and I am sure your Board and yourself have taken the 
necessary steps to satisfy your minds that this also had been done in a “jocular 
and friendly way, and not at all intending to offend.” I shall now take my 
leave ; and, hoping you will excuse the length of this communication, 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Thomas Har diman. 

To Geoffrey Martyn, Esq., P. P. and Catholic Chaplain. 

Chairman of the Board of Guardians. 



— No. 2. — 

(No. 36,685/51)- 

Copy of Letter from the Commissioners to the Board of Guardians, dated 
3 July 1851. 

[ am directed by the Commissioners for administering the laws for Relief of 
the Poor in Ireland, to acknowledge the receipt of minutes of proceedings of the 
Board of Guardians of the Ballinrobe Union, on the 27th ultimo, containing a 
resolution with a copy of correspondence respecting certain entries recently 
made in the chaplain’s book ; and I am to state that the Commissioners have 
instructed Mr. Bourke, poor law inspector, to make inquiry into the statements 
of the Rev. Mr. Hardiman, Roman-catholic chaplain of the workhouse, as they 
affect the conduct of the Protestant chaplain. 



— No. 3.— 
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— No. 3.— 

(No. 39,907/51.) 

Copy of Letter from Mr. Geoffrey Martyn to the Poor Law Commissioners, 
dated 14 July 1851. 

I beg to state that, as chairman of the Ballinrobe Board of Guardians, I am 
suffering intolerable injuries and insults by the Roman-catholic chaplain of the 
workhouse. 

Taking offence at some vote of mine, in the discharge of my duty in the Board 
room, he, on Sunday the 6th instant, from the altar or pulpit in the chapel of 
Ballinrobe, after prayers, and before a crowded congregation of the peasantry, 
denounced me in a speech replete with falsehood, slander, and scurrility. 

Taking the resolutions and acts of the Board into the pulpit, and attributing 
them to me. he treated them with scorn, ridicule, and contempt. 

An ignorant mob thus excited against us, it must be evident that our live, 
and properties cannot be safe ; not to say safe to meet for the discharge of the 
business of the union. I therefore trust respectfully that you will use such 
means as may be in your power to check and put an end to such conduct, and 
to protect us. 

P.S.—I beg to add, that the chaplain in question, on the day named, invited 
his congregation and commanded them to return on the next Sunday, to hear a 
repetition of the denunciations and conduct mentioned above. 



* — No. 4. — 

(No. 39>9°7/5i-) 

Copy Letter from the Commissioners in reply, dated 22 July 1851. 

I am directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of 
the Poor in Ireland, to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 14th instant, 
complaining of the conduct of the Roman-catholic chaplain of the Ballinrobe 
Union workhouse, in publicly denouncing you for acts done in the discharge of 
your duty as chairman of the Board of Guardians; and I am to request you to 
lie good enough to inform the Commissioners, as nearly as you can, of the par- 
ticular expressions of the Roman-catholic chaplain of which you complain. 



— No. 5.— 

(No. 40,661/51.) 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, dated 18 July 1851. 

Resolved — That the especial attention of the Poor Law Commissioners be drawn 
to the following letters, inserted on minutes of proceedings of this Board on the 
4th instant, viz. : 

Letter from the Rev. Thomas Hardiman, Rom an- catholic chaplain of this 
workhouse, addressed to G. Martyn, Esq., chairman of the Board, dated 4th 
instant. 

Letter from the Rev. Mr. Hardiman (enclosed in the foregoing), addressed to 
the Poor Law Commissioners, dated 80th June ultimo. 



— No. 6. — 

(No. 37,587/51-) 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, dated 4 July 1851, 

The following letter was received from the Rev. Mr. Hardiman, which was 
ordered to be inserted on the minutes, together with the enclosure referred to in 
his letter. 

“Glebe-street, Ballinrobe, 4 July 1851. 

“ Sir, — I suppose yourself and the Protestant gentlemen who were present at 
your last meeting, when you succeeded in carrying your vote of censure on the 
Catholic chaplain, have done nothing but what was justified by conscience, even 
C54- A 3 while 
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while you determined not to furnish me with a copy of the said resolution, a 
strange mode, in my opinion, of making your Board respected ! 

“ Surely, even in the most despotic courts that ever sat in judgment, the 
criminals used to be duly apprised of the sentence recorded against them, in 
order to give them an opportunity of preparing themselves to meet their doom. 
However, on the same principle which I demonstrated your former judgment 
on me and my case, to be not only right, but even upright, namely, because it 
had emanated from the heads, hearts, and hands of J. P.’s, so must I now admit 
the justness of your recent dark pronouncement, and also the nice propriety of 
all its concomitant circumstances; the late judgment was therefore well con- 
ceived, perspicuously, prepared, grammatically delivered, and (no matter what 
; acrimonious feelings’ may suggest to the contrary) based upon truth and 
justice ; in a word all was as it should be. Let this suffice. 

“ I will not now trespass on your time by any allusion to that part of your 
resolution, which seeks in vain to extricate your soiled and tarnished consistency 
from the slough into which it had fallen, about the Bible affair ; I must refer you 
to my letter to the Poor Law Commissioners (a copy of which I beg leave to 
enclose) for what I had to say on that subject. 

“ But l shall submit, with all due respect, a few hurried remarks on another 
portion of the resolution. Here it is: and moreover, that the said pauper, whom 
Mr. Hardiman designates a “ practical Catholic,” was in the habit of frequently 
writing to clergymen of both persuasions, and hypocritically leading each to 
suppose he was a convert to his opinion.’ 

“ Now, of course, I am quite in the dark as to what may have passed between 
the Rev. Mr. Anderson and the pauper, O’Brien ; or between him and any other 
Protestant clergyman. Allis mystery to me, except the one proven and admitted 
fact, of Rev. Mr. Anderson having given a Bible to O’Brien in the workhouse, 
although he (O’Brien) had been registered as a Catholic. 

“ But I am in a position to prove that the said O’Brien has been repeatedly 
at confession since he entered the workhouse, and even received the holy com- 
munion ; and this is what we understand by a ‘ practical Catholic.’ 

“ I confess at the same time that I am not much surprised at the party who 
voted with you on the majority on the occasion, being rather at sea about the 
signification of the term I made use of, ‘ practical Catholic,’ as I believe I am 
correct in stating they were all Protestant gentlemen except yourself. I hope 
therefore you will enlighten them on the matter, and explain fully for their satis- 
faction what a ‘practical Catholic’ means. Tell them, please, that every 
Catholic, as such, is hound to believe that he is obliged, under pain of incurring 
the most terrible penalties in this life, and the eternal loss of his soul in the next* 
to receive the sacraments of penance and the Holy Eucharist at least once every 
year (namely, at Easter or thereabouts) since he has come to the age of discre- 
tion. Have the kindness to do this, and then I trust your respected party will be 
able to comprehend the phraseology I used in my former letter, when treating 
of the ‘ Bible affair' and the Reverend Mr. Anderson, &c. 

“There are several other minor absurdities contained in the vote of censure 
yourself and your friends have thought fit to pass against me. On these I would 
fain let fall a word or two; but as my time to-day is very precious, and of course 
yours more so, I beg to be excused from entering more fully into an analysis of 
your resolution till next week. In the meantime, 

“ I have, fee. 



To Geoffrey Martyn, Esq., 
Chairman of the Board of Guardians. 



(signed) “ T. Hardiman , 

“ P P- and Catholic Chaplain. 



Gentlemen, _ “Ballinrobe, 30 June 1851. 

Although not having been furnished with a copy of the Besolution passed 
against me on last Board day, hy a section of the guardians of this union, still 
as soon as I discovered that such a resolution had been forced upon the Board 
and carried by a small majority, and forwarded of course to the Poor Law Com- 
missioners, I considered it right for me, in self-defence, to make inquiry about 
the matter ; I accordingly called at the clerk of the union's office ?o-day and 
was not a little surprised to find, among other rash and clumsy assertions, the 

following 
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following most extraordinary statement, put forth by the aforesaid party of the 
Board ol the Guardians as a sort of palliation for their one-sided resolution, which 
I had recently exposed in my letter to the chairman. Here is the statement:— 
' That the fact of a Bible haying been given to a pauper by the Rev. Mr. Ander- 
son was then investigated, and the master of the workhouse being examined, 
stated that Edward O’Brien, the pauper in question, asked for the book in his 
presence, who handed it to him, he (the master) making no objection.’ 

“ On reading this wrong and no less strange averment, which I suspected had 
no foundation in fact, nor anything at all to rest upon, save the imagination of 
its author and his party, I at once called upon the master of the workhouse, and 
asked him if he had really said what he got credit for in this resolution, where- 
upon the master unhesitatingly protested he had never made any such state- 
ment, and that he could not make it without being guilty of a lie ! ! 

“I shall not offer any comments on this reckless and shabby manoeuvre. I 
leave it to the Poor Law Commissioners to pronounce upon its merits, and let 
those who were not ashamed to stoop to it defend it if they can. I hereby arraign 
them of entering on their minutes, and forwarding to the Poor Law Com- 
missioners, of course unwittingly, both a calumny and a lie. 

“ I have, &c. 

(signed) “ Thomas Hardman, 

. . “ P.P. and Catholic Chaplain. 

Jo the Poor Law Commissioners.’ 



—No. 7.- 

(No. 40,661/51.) 

Copy Letter from the Commissioners to the Board of Guardians in reply, 
dated 24 July 1851. 

With reference to minutes of the proceedings of the Board of Guardians of 
the Ballinrobe Union at their last meeting, I am directed by the Commissioners 
for administering the Laws for the Relief of the Poor in Ireland, to state that 
they have received the report of Mr. Bourke, poor-law inspector, of his inquiry 
with respect to the communications addressed to the guardians by the chaplains 
of the workhouse, and the subject is under the Commissioners’ consideration. 



— No. 8. — 

(No. 42,320/51.) 

Copy Letter from Mr. Mavtyn to the Commissioners, dated 28 July 1851. 

In reply to your letter, No. 39,907/51, dated 22d July, requesting that I 
should forward, as nearly as possible, the particular expressions of the Roman- 
catholic chaplain of this workhouse, of which I complain, in publicly de- 
nouncing me for acts done in the discharge of my duty as chairman, &c. &c., 
I complain that on Sunday, the 6th July, after mass, in the chapel of Ballinrobe, 
the Rev. Mr. Hardiman, Roman-catholic chaplain of the workhouse, having 
read the resolutions adopted by the Board of Guardians to his flock, he de- 
nounced them (the resolutions) as lies; the “section” of the Board which 
carried them, including the “Catholic chairman,” as “liars;” said, that he 
proved them to be lies before Mr. Inspector Bourke, and told him so. He asked 
his congregation what they could expect from a board whose chairman was a 
Catholic J. P., who abandoned his party and betrayed his religion. He then 
descended to a strain of vulgar scurrility ; denominated the chairman a clagan 
■putlxa (pot-head) ; and he stated to his congregation that he would make the 
chairman of the Board of Guardians as humble and low as the lowest of the 
flock there present. He then stated that the chairman had a smiling counte- 
nance and a “ black heart.” 

He proceeded at great length, alternately speaking in English and Irish, upon 
the same subject, and in the same strain of insult to the chairman and to the 
Board. 
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In addition I send statements of three of the police relative to the expressions 
of the rev. chaplain in question. These statements were made in presence of 
three magistrates; they all concur as to the fact that the chaplain lectured for 
a considerable time in abuse of the Board of Guardians and of myself ; but those 
statements may not be sufficiently distinct as to the actual expressions, owing 
perhaps to the length of time that has elapsed, perhaps to a manifest unwilling- 
ness to give testimony tending to implicate a Roman-catholic clergyman. 
It was suggested that other persons, inhabitants of the town, who were present 
at the time in the chapel, should be examined ; but the three magistrates who 
assisted agreed with me, that, as there was no power to enforce attendance and 
to administer an oath, and that as the unwillingness to give testimony was so 
apparent, it would be imprudent to apply to them. If, therefore, the Commis- 
sioners are not satisfied with the case as at present made out, I feel bound to 
request them to direct an investigation before the Assistant Commissioner, 
when I am satisfied such a case may be made as will induce them to take such 
measures as will prevent a recurrence of proceedings of this intolerable and 
offensive character. 

I beg in conclusion to state, that this my reply was unavoidably delayed on 
account of ray absence, and that of the police, at the assizes. 



Enclosure 1, referred to in foregoing Letter. 

Ballinrobe, 27 July 1851. 

Sub-Constable John Shea, stationed at Ballinrobe, states, in presence of Colonel Knox, 
C. Kenny, G. Martyn, and Charles Arabia, Esquires, magistrates of the county of Mayo : 
That he recollects Sunday the Oth of July instant; was at mass on that day; heard the 
Rev. Mr. Hardiman, P.P., speak about the guardians of the Ballinrobe Union in a satirical 
manner. Mr. Hardiman commented on a letter addressed to him by the Board of 
Guardians, stating that its grammatical composition was bad. It is the impression on his 
(Shea’s) mind, that Mr. Hardiman said the chairman of the Board of Guardians was not 
faithful to his party or religion, and that he considered he was more inclined to support the 
Rev. Mr. Anderson and the Protestant religion than his own. He (Shea) was not present 
during the whole period Mr. Hardiman was speaking; had a conversation with acting- 
constable MolFet relative to the Rev. Mr. Hardiman’ s discourse in the Chapel-yard, who told 
him that Mr. Hardiman called Mr. Martyn a kheenpolla. 

(signed) John Shea, 

Sub-constable. 



Enclosure 2, referred to in foregoing Letter. 

County of Mayo, Ballinrobe, 27 July 1851. 

I have to state that I attended at Divine service at the Roman-catholic chapel at Ballin- 
robe, on Sunday, in the month of July, when the Rev. Mr. Hardiman spoke of a letter he 
received from the Board of Guardians relative to a minute he, Mr. Hardiman, put upon the 
Roman-catholic chaplain’s book, calling on him to retract same, as it was contrary to the 
rules of that house, which lie refused doing. He then expatiated at great length upon the 
grammar and diction of said letter, emanating from a Board of Guardians, and 'signed by a 
Catholic chairman and a J. P. ; and if that was Catholic justice, he hoped he would not see 
much of it, and called if there was a schoolmaster in the chapel to mark the sentences • he 
said he would make him come there the same as any other person. He then changed to 
the Irish. I heard him call ran puttagh, in English, pot-head; he also said the letter 
or resolutions of the guardians was a lie, and that the Commissioner said to him it was 
rather harsh. 

(signed) James Moffett, 

Acting-Constable, 3196. 

P.S. — I understand the word pot-head was applied to the chairman of the Board. 

(signed) James Moffett, A. C. 



Enclosure 3, referred to in foregoing Letter. 

Ballinrobe, 27 July 1853, 

Sub-Constable James Killimade, stationed at Ballinrobe, states : — 

That l.e was at mass on Sunday the 6th of July instant ; heard the Rev. Mr. Hardiman 
speak about the Board of Guardians ; spoke at first in praise of them, but in the letter part 

of 
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of his discourse he was speaking disrespectfully of the Board. Mr. Hardman spoke abort a 
resolution passed ljy the Guardians ; drew the attention of the congregation to the bad 
grammar of it; and said if he had a little boy going to school who would write such a 
sentence as that (meaning the resolution), lie, Mr. Hardiman, would have him whipped for 
it; heard Mr. Hardiman say that he would bring the chairman of the Board of Guardians 
to the mtar as low as any other person. Mr. Hardiman, in speaking about an investigation 
before Mr. Jiourke, Poor-Law Inspector, said he had proved all the charges brought against 
mm to be false, and that he put the lie down the throat of the Board ot' Guardians ; heard 
Mr. Hardiman say, he had a smiling face but a black heart. To the best of his (James 
Killimade s) understanding, those words were applied to the chairman of the Board. Mr. 
Hardiman s sermon lasted nearly an hour, and the whole subject was about the Board of 
Guardians and the chairman; heard Mr. Hardiman call the chairman a clcggan pulla. 

(signed) James Killimade, 
Sub-Constable. 



— No. 9.— 

(No. 42,320/51.) 

Copy Letter from the . Commissioners to Rev. Mr. Hardiman , Roman 
Catholic Chaplain of the Workhouse, dated 30 July 1851. 

T- Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in 
Ireland, have had under their consideration the letters addressed by you to the 
Board of Guardians of the Ballinrobe Union, on the 20th ultimo and 4th 
instant, respectively, relating to resolutions passed by the Board of Guardians on 
the subject of certain occurrences in the workhouse of that union. 

The Commissioners have also had under consideration a complaint which 
they have received from Mr. G. Martyn, chairman of the Board of Guardians, 
regaining your conduct as Roman-catholic chaplain of the Ballinrobe Union 
workhouse, in taking public notice of the matters referred to in your letters to the 
guardians, and addressing your congregation after mass on those subjects in 
terms which were extremely disrespectful and insulting, both to the guardians and 
to their chairman. 

Mr. Martyn’s complaint is to the following effect, namely,— That on Sunday 
the 6th instant, after mass in the chapel of Ballinrobe, you denounced the 
resolutions of the Board of Guardians, which you had previously read to your 
congregation, as containing statements which were contrary to fact, and the 
section of the Board who carried the resolutions, including the “ Catholic chair- 
man,” as persons who had asserted what was not the fact ; that you said you had 
proved those resolutions to be untrue before Mr. Bourke, poor-law inspector 
and had told him so. ’ 

It further appears that you asked your congregation what they could expect 
from a Board, whose chairman was a Catholic justice of the peace, who 
abandoned his party and betrayed his religion : that you then described the 
chairman of the guardians in contemptuous terms, threatening that you would 
make him as humble and low as the lowest of your congregation then 
present, stating at the same time that he had “ a smiling countenance and a black 
heart.” 

Mr. Martyn has forwarded to the Commissioners, in support of this complaint, 
the statements of several parties who were present on the occasion. Copies of 
these statements are forwarded to you herewith, and the Commissioners desire to 
receive in explanation of this alleged conduct on your part, such observations as 
you may wish to address to them before they take any further step. 



— No. 10.— 

(No. 42,320/51.) 

Copy Letter from the Commissioners to Mr. Martyn, dated 30 July 1851. 

I am directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of 
the Poor in Ireland, to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 28th instant, 
with its enclosures relating to the address delivered by the Rev. T. Hardiman, 
1 54* B Roman- 
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Roman-catholic chaplain of the workhouse of the Ballinrobe Union, to his con- 
gregation at the chapel in Ballinrobe, on the 6 th instant, and 1 am to state tha.t 
the Commissioners have requested Mr. Hardiman to furnish any explanation he 
may have to offer on the subject before they take any further step. 



— No. 11.— 

(No. 37 , 567 / 51 .) 

Copy Letter from Commissioners to Board of Guardians, dated 31 July 1851. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in 
Ireland have had under their consideration the report which they have received 
from Mr. R. Bourke, Poor-law Inspector, together with the Minutes of Evidence 
taken by him on the inquiry, held on the 5th instant, into certain statements 
affecting the conduct of the Rev. Mr. Anderson, Protestant chaplain of the 
workhouse of the Ballinrobe Union, made by the Rev. Mr. Hardiman, Roman- 
catholic chaplain of the workhouse. 

The statement of the grounds of his complaint were made by the Rev. Mr. 
Hardiman before Mr. Bourke on the 5th instant, to the following effect, namely, 
“ That on the 1st of June last he was informed that the Rev. Mr. Anderson had 
offered a religious tract to the schoolmistress of the workhouse, Miss Russell, 
and had made use of language in the hearing of the workhouse officers which, 
in Mr. Ilardiman’s opinion, was taunting and insulting to the Roman-catholic 
faith.” 

Mr. Hardiman further stated, “ that upon a previous occasion a Protestant 
Bible had been given to a pauper inmate of the workhouse registered as a 
Roman-catholic, and exercising that faith, by the Rev. Mr. Anderson.” 

It appears to the Commissioners that there is no evidence of undue interfer- 
ence on Mr. Anderson’s part with the religious principles of any pauper inmate of 
the workhouse. The present made by him of a Protestant version of the Bible 
to a pauper, named Edward O’Brien, appears to the Commissioners, upon the 
master’s evidence alone, to have been the effect of a previous application made 
to Mr. Anderson by the pauper in question ; and although this was an irregu- 
larity on the part of Mr. Anderson while the inmate continued described as a 
Catholic on the register, the Commissioners cannot, under tile circumstances, 
regard the transaction as an attempt to proselytize. 

With reference to Mr. Anderson’s conversations with officers of the workhouse, 
it is to be remarked, that if those officers had considered Mr. Anderson’s line of 
conduct towards them, or his expressions, offensive to their religious principles or 
feelings, they could have represented the matter to the Board of Guardians, or 
even have remonstrated themselves with the Protestant chaplain on the subject. 
The only portions of the evidence by which it appears that he used language 
calculated even' remotely to wound the feelings of his Roman-catholic hearers are 
those where lie employed the term “ Romanist” (with or without connexion with 
some other word) in his conversation with the master of the workhouse and the 
schoolmistress, and where he expressed his views as to the ambitious nature of 
*' Popery” in his remarks to the master. 

With these exceptions, the Commissioners cannot perceive the offence com- 
plained of to the* religious principles or feelings of Mr. Anderson’s Roman- 
catholic hearers, in any of the words attributed to him, nor do they see how the 
expressions employed by him at the close of his interview with the master of 
the workhouse and the steward, on the 3d of January, could be considered as 
tampering with the master’s faith, or holding out to him an inducement to 
change his religion. 

With respect to the last feature of Mr. Bourke’s inquiry relating to the ex- 
posing of controversial books or tracts, no evidence was tendered to show that 
the hooks or tracts in question were exposed with a design on Mr. Anderson’s 
part of interfering with the religious opinions of any Roman-catholic. On the 
contrary, the whole of the evidence goes to prove that the exposure of the books 
was unintentional, and indeed almost accidental. 

A copy 
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A copy of a letter which the Commissioners have addressed to the Rev. Mr 
Anderson is enclosed herewith, for the information of the Board of Guardians 
The conduct of the Rev. Mr. Hardiman, the Rom an -catholic chaplain, with 
regard to the communications addressed by him to the Board of Guardians, and 
to a complaint which the Commissioners have subsequently received from the 
chairman of the Board, is still under the Commissioners' consideration, and they 
are in communication with him on the subject. 



— No. 12. — 

(No. 43,504/51.) . 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, dated 1 August 1851. 

The clerk read a requisition, dated 26 th July, calling an extraordinary meeting 
ot the Board for this day, to take into consideration certain letters addressed to 
the chairman of the Board of Guardians of this union, by the Rev. Thomas 
Hard 1 man, Roman-catholic chaplain of the workhouse, containing language 
offensive and disrespectful to the chairman and the Board of Guardians, and 
other matters arising out of these letters. The requisition was signed by Colonel 
Knox and Courtney Kenny, esq., two of the guardians of the union ; upon which 
it was resolved that the consideration of the matters referred to in the requisition 
e postponed till the decision of the Poor Law Commissioners be obtained on 
the subject. 



— No. 13 . — 

(No. 43,281/51.) 

Copy of Letter from the Rev. Mr. Hardiman, to the Commissioners, 
dated 2 August 1851 . 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 30 th 
ultimo, No. 42 , 320 , enclosing copies of alleged “ declarations” of policemen 
against me. 

Your communication did not reach me in due course ; it only reached me in 
Westport on yesterday, where I have been staying some days, and still detained 
on business. Hence my reply is not as prompt as it might otherwise have 
been. 

With regard to my letters to the chairman of the Board of Guardians to 
which you refer, they are already before the Commissioners. 

And as to the complaint made against me to the Commissioners by Mr. G. 
Martyn, touching certain observations said to have been made by me on the etli 
instant, after mass, in the Roman-catholic chapel of Ballinrobe, I beg to say that 
on every Sunday since I was appointed to the parish of Ballinrobe by the Arch- 
bishop of Tuam, I felt it my duty to preach the word of God, both “ in season 
and out of season and also to lecture my flock on their moral obligations 
towards church and state, as well as their relative duties towards each other. 
And whenever I discovered any abuse calculated to endanger the faith of my 
people, of injure the morality of my parish, I have never failed, and I shall 
never fail, to denounce that abuse wherever it existed, or by whomsoever 
perpetrated. 

Whatever observations I made in my church on the Sunday in question, with 
respect to the conduct of some of my parishioners, whose conduct 1 considered 
the reverse of what practical Catholics should have done on the occasion, were 
made by me as parish priest of Ballinrobe, and in the discharge of my spiritual 
functions as the guardian of the faith and morals of the flock entrusted to me ; 
and if I, as the pastor, who am accountable to God for the souls committed to 
my care, consider it sometimes necessary to rebuke and even inflict a salutary 
correction on an erring child, 1 respectfully assert I have a right to do so : an 
inalienable right, which I cannot surrender for any consideration. 

154* C Ever 
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Ever since I became Roman-catholic chaplain of the Ballinrobe Union 
workhouse, I have endeavoured to comply with all the rules and regulations of 
the workhouse, and to discharge all my civil obligations punctually. But as to 
the discharge of my spiritual functions, or with respect to what I may say or 
do in my church in order to protect the faith, to promote morality, or correct 
abuses, and bring delinquents to a sense of their duty ; for all this, I am, under 
God, amenable to my ecclesiastical superior. 

Whatever I may have stated in my address on the Sunday already alluded to, 
about bringing the Catholic chairman of the Board of Guardians to the altar like 
the rest of the humble people, though so adroitly tortured by the policemen, 
merely signified that, if he was really a Catholic, he should comply with the 
sacred duty of his religion by coming humbly to confession, and receiving the 
holy communion like other men ; a duty which it appears he was in the habit 
of neglecting time out of mind. 

Now, as regards those alleged “ declarations ” of the policemen which you 
have forwarded to me, I shall merely say they are full of exaggeration and mis- 
statement. However, it is just possible that some of the policemen who are in 
the habit of attending the parochial chapel of Ballinrobe occasionally on Sunday, 
were not sorry to get an opportunity of misrepresenting the parish priest who had 
so often publicly lectured them in vain for neglect of the performance of their 
spiritual duties. But I must respectfully decline entering' more fully into the 
details set forth against me by the police in their declarations, on the principle 
which I have already laid down, namely, that I am accountable only to my 
bishop for what I may say or do in the discharge of my spiritual duties. 



(No. 43,281/51.) 



— No. 14.— 



Copy Letter from the Commissioners to the Rev. Mr. Hardman , 
dated 7 August 1851. 



I am directed by the. Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of 
the Poor in Ireland to inform you,, that they have had under their consideration 
Mr. R. Bourke’s report upon an inquiry held by him into certain statements 
affecting the conduct of the Rev. Mr. Anderson, contained in the Roman-catholic 
chaplain’s book, and dated the 2d June last, and have also had before them 
the letters addressed by you to the chairman of the Board of Guardians on the 
20th June and 4th July last, the latter letter enclosing a copy of a letter ad- 
dressed to the Commissioners. They have also had before them your letter of 
the 2d inst., containing a reply to the Commissi oners’ letter of the 30th ultimo, 
in which they requested your explanation in reference to a complaint addressed 
to them by the chairman of the Board of Guardians. 

With reference to the subject of your complaint, the Commissioners desire to 
enclose, for your information, a copy of a letter addressed by them to the 
Guardians of Ballinrobe Union on the 31st ultimo, in which 'they expressed 
their opinion that although it appeared at the inquiry that the Rev. Mr. Anderson 
had made use of some indiscreet expressions in conversation with certain officers 
of the workhouse, there was no evidence which tended to show that he had in- 
tended to give offence to the religious feelings of those persons, or to offer any 
inducement to them to change their religion. 3 

The Commissioners learn from your letter of the 20th of June, addressed to the 
chairman of the Board of Guardians, that you had not been made aware of the 
resolution of the guardians on the 15th February last ; but they desire to point 
out that it was not intended that the chaplain’s book required to be kept by the 
regulations should be a vehicle for controversial statements, or for complaints 
against the. conduct of the officers of the union ; and the Commissioners recom- 
mend that, in case you should at any future time have cause for such complaints, 
you should address a statement on the subject either to the Board of Guardians 
or to the. Commissioners, wlio, will be prepared to make such inquiry as the case 
mav reauire. 1 J 



The Commissioners, have read with much regret the letters dated the 20th 
June and 4th July, addressed by yon to the Chairman of the Board of Guardians • 
and they feel it necessary to point out that the tone and substance of those com- 

munications 
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munications are altogether inconsistent with the relation in which yon stand to 
that body. J 

The law has confided to the Board of Guardians of each union the immediate 
direction and management of the workhouse establishments ; and it is mahifestly 
incompatible with the due discharge of their functions, that they should be 
addressed in language of a highly offensive and disrespectful character by a paid 
officer of the union ; and in case of necessity, the Commissioners would feel bound 
to interpose their authority to prevent a repetition of such a breach of official 
propriety. 

The Commissioners trust, however, that upon reflection of what is due to your 
own position, and to that of the Board of Guardians, you will have perceived the 
impropriety of the language used in the two letters above referred to, and that 
you will m your future communications to that body adopt a tone more suited 
to the station in which you mutually stand. 

With respect to the observations contained in your letter of the 2d instant, 
as to the language publicly used by you in your address to your congregation 
on Sunday, the 6th ultimo, the Commissioners disclaim any intention to interfere 
in regard to the spiritual relations of yourself and your flock ; but they have to 
observe that the statements of three members of the constabulary force, copies 
of which were forwarded to you, related to language used by you in regard to 
resolutions of the Board of Guardians of the union, and epithets said to have 
been applied to the chairman of that body in consequence of official proceedings 
in which he was supposed to have taken part. 

• The Commissioners cannot admit that the occasion on which the expressions 
reported to the Commissioners were said to have been used, or the clerical 
character with which you are invested, would form any justification for language 
which, under other circumstances, must have been considered unfitting your 
position and official character as an officer of the union ; and they trust that this 
expression of their views on the subject may prevent the necessity for further 
notice of the transactions out of which this correspondence has arisen. 



— No. 15. — 

(No. 43.2? 1/51.) 

Copv Letter from the Commissioners to the Board of Guardians, 
elated 7 August 1851. 

I am directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of 
the Poor in Ireland to forward herewith, for the information of the Board of 
Guardians of Ballinrobe Union, a copy of a letter which the Commissioners have 
this day addressed to the Rev. Mr. Hardiman, on the subject of the inquiry 
recently held by Mr. Bourlce in the union, and the complaint of the lanouage 
said to have been used by Mr. Hardiman in the chapel at Ballinrobe. ° 



— No. 16.— 

(No. 46,284/51.) 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, dated 15 August 1851. 

1 he Chairman handed in the following letter, tendering his resignation, and 
thereupon vacated the chair: 

Gentlemen, Board-room, 15 August 1851. 

Having been publicly denounced and insulted by the Roman-catholic chaplain 
of this workhouse, on Sunday the 6th July ultimo, for acts done in the discharge 
of my duty as chairman, and letters having been addressed to me by that gen- 
t eman, which your Board pronounced to be highly disrespectful and offensive to 
the Board, and having accordingly made my complaint to the Poor Law Com- 
missioners without redress, I therefore request you will have the goodness to 
accept my resignation as chairman of this Board, as I could not possibly submit 
to be thus exposed to public denunciation, for acting with freedom and impar- 
tiality in the discharge of my duty. 

. I have, See., 

1 0 the Board of Guardians, (signed) Geoffrey Martyn. 

Ballinrobe Union. 

• 1 '54‘ c 2 Proposed 
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Proposed by Thomas S. Lindsay, Esq., seconded by Thomas Walsli, Esq., that 
Courtney Kenny, Esq., do take the chair. 

Mr. Kenny having taken the chair. 

It was proposed by Thomas S. Lindsay, Esq., seconded by Colonel Knox, 

Resolved — That before we accept of our chairman’s resignation, we again 
request of the Poor Law Commissioners to look into the correspondence on the 
subject of the insult offered to him and to this Board by the Rev. Mr. Hardiman. 

That the Commissioners be requested to use the powers which they possess, 
either by directing 1 Mr. Hardiman to apologise for his unwarrantable attack on 
onr chairman and this Board, or in case of his refusal to do so, by supplying his 
place with some other chaplain who can act as our officer without insulting us. 

To which resolution the following amendment was proposed by William 
Bourke, Esq., seconded by Nicholas Walsh, Esq., 

That the Commissioners be called upon to direct the Rev. Mr. Hardiman to 
explain his letters before this resolution be passed. 

The amendment was put and lost, there being two in favour of, and six 
against it; one guardian present, Mr. Valentine O’Connor Blake, declining to 
vote. 

The resolution was therefore put and carried. 

Mr. Kenny left the chair, and Mr. Martyn was requested to resume his office as 
chairman of the Board, pending the Commissioners’ decision, to which he 
consented. 



— No. 17.— 

(No-. 47,112/51.) 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, dated 22 August 1851. 

Resolved — That Mr. Martyn be requested to sign the supplies as chairman for 
this week, in order to prevent any possible injury being sustained by the inmates 
of the house ; but that until the Poor Law Commissioners decide with reference 
to our resolution, adopted at. the last meeting of the Board, respecting the con- 
duct of the Catholic chaplain of the workhouse, we will not meet as a Board for 
the transaction of any other business connected with the Union, as we feel that 
we would be wanting in dignity to ourselves, if we continued to act, until ample 
satisfaction shall have been given for the insult offered to us and our respected 
chairman, by the chaplain of this institution. 



— No. 18. — 

(No. 47,112/51.) 

Copy Letter from the Commissioners to the Board of Guardians, 
dated 28 August 1861. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in 
Ireland, have had under consideration minutes of proceedings of the Board of 
Guardians of Ballinrobe Union, of the 15th and 22d instant, relating to the 
complaint preferred by the chairman of the Board against the Roman-catholic 
chaplain of the workhouse ; and in reference thereto I am directed to state, that 
when the subject was originally brought under the notice of the Commissioners, 
they addressed the Rev. Mr. Hardiman, expressing their sense of the impropriety 
of the expressions used by him in his letter to the guardians, and their views as 
to the necessity for his abstaining from the use of language offensive to the 
guardians, and they stated that thejf would feel bound to interpose their 
authority to prevent a repetition of such a breach of official propriety. 

The Commissioners think that, although the course suggested by the guardians’ 
resolution of the 15th instant, that the Roman-catholic chaplain apologise for his 
attack on the chairman and the Board of Guardians, might be agreeable to the 
feelings of members of the Board of Guardians in their private capacity, and one 

which 
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• -which under the circumstances the Rev. Mr. Hardiman might very pronevlv 
adopt, yet as the Commissioners have already announced to that gentSX them 
= “ 0 tlle case ' and hare Si™ to him and to the guardiafs an assurance 
of them determination to prevent a repetition of similar cause of offence to the 
guardians, they arenot now called upon to takefurther offlcialnotice of the transac- 
tion, and it appears to them, that the decision which they have formed is that 
best calculated to prevent a renewal of further cause of complaint. 



— No. 19.— 

(No. 51,224/51.) 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, dated 12 September 1661. 

Resolved unanimously - That Mr. Martyn be requested to withdraw his 
resignation, and continue to act as our chairman. 

Mr. Martyn consented to the foregoing, and took the chair 

Mr. Martyn on taking the chair handed in the following letter: upon which 
it was proposed by Colonel Knox, and seconded by Robert Fair, Esq, : 

Resolved That it be forwarded to the Poor Law Commissioners. 

“Gentlemen “ Board Room, 12th September 1851. 

A letter from the Poor Law Commissioners, dated 28th August, No. 47 112/51 
having been received refusing to comply with the request of the Board conveyed 
m their resolution of the 15th August, calling 011 them to cause the Rev. Mr. 
Harm man, Roman-cat, holic chaplain, to apologise for his conduct in addressing 
insulting letters to this Board, and subsequently denouncing me as chairman 
before Ins congregation, for acts done in discharge of my public dutv &c ’ 
inasmuch as that they had addressed the chaplain, expressing their sense of 
the impropriety of the expressions used by him, and their views as to the 
necessity for Ins abstaining- from the use of language offensive to the 
guardians, &c. ; and further stating, that although the course suggested bv the 
guardians resolution of the 15th August, “that the Roman catholic chaplain 
should apologise for his attack on the chairman and the Board, might be agree- 
able to the feelings of members of the Board in their private capacity &c° vet 
as the Commissioners have already announced to that gentleman their opinion as 
to the _ case, and have given to him and the guardians an assurance of their 
determination to prevent a repetition of a similar cause of offence &c ” 

Grartemen, in reply to this, I beg to state distinctly that my object 'in wishing 
that the Rev Mr. Hardman should apologise for his conduct, was not to gratifv 
my private feelings, as stated in the Commissioners’ letter; but believing that 
the chaplain would pay but little respect to the opinions of the Commissioners 
when it appeared that he forgot that respect and reverence which a clergyman 
should observe in the house of God, and perverted his pulpit into a theatre for 
the exhibition of his bad passions and the promulgation of uncharitable and 
slanderous denunciations against me, I deemed some apology or declaration from 
the chaplain necessary as a guarantee to this Board and to myself against a repe- 
tition of his conduct. The result proves the justice of this opinion. I now 
announce to you that he, on Sunday last the 7th inst., repeated his denunciations 
of the Catholic guardians of this Board in terms most distressing to all but 
more particularly to one of our most useful and upright members. ’ 

“I have, 

To Board of Guardians, (signed) “ G. Martun 

&c. &c. &c.” y 



— No. 20. — 

(No. 51,261/51.) 

Copy Letter from the Rev. Mr. Hardiman to the Commissioners 
dated 13 September 1851. 

I am really sorry to be compelled to trespass again on your attention with 
reference to what I had considered as disposed of since the 7th of August last, 
the date of your last letter to me, and which I had the honour of receiving in 
l 54 - c 3 due 
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due course. However, from the manner of acting of a section of the Board of 
Guardians, I find it necessary to claim the protection of the Poor Law Commis- 
sioners against their most extraordinary conduct. 

I beg, therefore, to give a brief resume of their conduct in my regard, with 
respect to the transactions decided by the Poor Law Commissioners in their 
letter of the 7th ultimo. I first complained of the conduct of the Protestant 
chaplain in the workhouse, subjoining that I did not wish to create any noise 
about the thing, but merely to prevent such “ unseasonable importunity again.”' 
They passed a severe resolution against me ; I rejoined smartly. They insisted 
upon an investigation ; an investigation was held, in which all I alleged against 
the Protestant chaplain was proved to be true, and more than I had alleged even. 

The chairman complains of the Roman-catholic chaplain as being wanting in 
courtesy, &c., to him and the Board of Guardians. The Commissioners demand 
-an explanation from the Catholic chaplain ; he gives it ; they pronounce then- 
decision on the entire case. The Catholic chaplain received that decision respect- 
fully; and in the only communication he made to the Board since, lie trusts he 
.will be allowed the merit of having neither in tone or language departed from 
propriety. 

Rut how have the section of the Board acted ? Why, so far from acquiescing 
in the views and decision of the Poor Law Commissioners, they have persevered 
every Board-day, since the decision arrived, in passing resolutions against the 
chaplain, grounded on the same facts upon which the Commissioners’ had pro- 
nounced judgment. They first appeal to the Commissioners, and then they 
demur against their decision ; and, as a last resource, the chairman goes through 
the form of “resignation,” in the hope of forcing the Poor Law Commissioners 
to alter their decision. This failing, the whole party threaten to resign. But all 
these artifices having no effect, they at length call in a “ newspaper reporter,” 
lay the “ minute book ” before him ; and he not only publishes the private affairs 
of the Board, of a date so old as the 20th of June last, but he is commissioned 
by somebody to abuse the Roman-catholic chaplain in his filthy pages, and Com- 
missioners themselves are abused to order ; yes, he does it to some purpose. All 
this time I never uttered a word ; I would not go into print if I could avoid it. 

1 could not defend myself in the “Board-room,” as they deliberate there with 
closed doors. As to writing to the Commissioners, I did not deem that prudent 
under the circumstances. 

Not even satisfied with calling in the aid of a vile print, whose trade has 
been for years to abuse and vilify the Archbishop of Tuam and his clergy in 
every number, the guardians, or rather a party of them, have, as I have just 
heard, sent forward on yesterday a fresh charge against me, alleging that I used 
certain unwarrantable language on last Sunday in my address at the parish church. 

As soon as I had heard that they had ventured to do this, I called to see the 
“ minutes,” but to my no small surprise the porter told me he got instructions 
from the clerk that no person was to be allowed to see the “ minutes” of that 
last board; thus I am completely in the dark as to the accusations of those gen- 
tlemen. A ribald newspaper scribbler may read the “ minute book,” in order 
to hound down the Roman-catholic chaplain ; but the chaplain must not be 
allowed to look at it, even in order to defend himself against his accusers. 

Further, I understand this newspaper scribe was brought there special on last 
board day, that he might report faithfully all the speeches of the guardians on 
that occasion against me. 

What, then, is the Roman-catholic chaplain to do, or where or how shall he 
defend himself? Even the very sanctuary of the parish chapel, where he act s 
as parish priest, and endeavours to discharge his spiritual duties towards al 1 
classes of his flock, whether they be poor-law guardians, shopkeepers, magis- 
trates, merchants, peasants, or beggars, cannot protect him from those mos t 
extraordinary gentlemen. If he says a word in general, the application is made 
by the guardians ; and he must, forsooth, account to them, not only for his words, 
but his intentions. 

I suppose, at this rate, I will have to write all my sermons, and send them to 
the boai-d-room on every. Friday for approbation or disapprobation ; and then 
measure my words accordingly. 

I should not have trespassed at such leilgth, but that I am leaving home on 
Monday, and cannot return for some weeks. 

• — No. 21.— 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



ROMAN-CATHOLIC CHAPLAIN OF B ALLIN ROBE UNION. 17 
(No. 51,261/51.) —No. 21.— 

Copy Letter from the Commissioners to the Rev. Mr. Hardman in reply, 
dated 24 September 1851. 

The Commissioners for administering- the Laws for Relief of the Poor in 
Ireland, have received your letter of the 13th instant, complaining of the course 
pursued by the Guardians of Ballinrobe Union in discussing your conduct in 
their Board-room, and preferring-, as you state, “afresh charge against you, 
alleging that you used certain unwarrantable language on last Sunday, in your 
address at the parish church.” 

You complain further, that on calling to see the minutes the porter informed 
you he had instructions from the clerk not to allow any person to see the 
minutes of the last board-day, and thus you are left iu the dark as to the accu- 
sations of the Guardians. 

With regard to your desire to inspect the minute book, the Commissioners are 
bound to state that you have no inherent right as an officer of the union to 
demand inspection of that book ; at the same time they cannot doubt that an 
intimation of your wish to the Board of Guardians would have received attention 
from the Board. 

With reference to the fresh charge which you say the guardians preferred 
against you at that meeting, the Commissioners find that the only entry on the 
guardians’ minutes relating to your conduct as Roman-cathoIic“ chaplain, is a 
letter addressed to the Board by the chairman, Mr. Martyn, in which he states, 
“ I now announce to you- that he (the Roman-catholic chaplain) on Sunday last’ 
the 7th instant, repeated his . denunciations of the Catholic guardians of this 
Board, in terms most distressing to all, but more particularly to one of our most 
useful and upright members.” 

The Commissioners would have sooner afforded you the opportunity of ad- 
dressing them on the subject of this statement, had the minutes of the guardians 
reached them before the 15th instant, on which day the Commissioners under- 
stood, from your letter of the 13tli, you were leaving home, and could not return 
for some weeks. 

Having learned that you are now in Dublin, the Commissioners take an 
immediate opportunity of requesting your attention to the statement in Mr. 
Martyn’s letter, and they request your explanation on the subject of that state- 
ment at your earliest convenience. 



(No. 51,261/51.) No. 22. 

Copy Letter, from the Commissioners to the Rev. Mr. Hardman, dated 
26 September 1851. 

I am directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of 
the Poor in Ireland, to state, that having learned that you were in Dublin, they 
addressed the enclosed letter to you, in the hope that it might be delivered at 
your place of abode. 

Having, however, been unsuccessful in obtaining your address in Dublin I 
am now to forward the letter herewith to Ballinrobe. 



(No. 60,409/51.) 

Copy Letter from the Rev. Mr. Hardiman fo the Commissioners dated 
Liverpool, 1 November 1851. 

I have not got your letter of the 24th until this day. Having been almost 
constantly moving from place to place, the letter did not reach me owing to some 
mischance. 

With regard to the request, that I should give an explanation of some state- 
ment made by Mr. Martyn, in his letter to the Commissioners, asserting that I 
had denounced the Catholic guardians, I have nothing to add to what I men- 
tioned in my last letter to the Commissioners of the 13th September. 

P.jS. — I intend to return in a few days to Ireland. 
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